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Numeracy is all aspects of number, 

including addition and subtraction.

Mathematics is all other areas 

including time, information handling, 

shape and measure. 

This will include numbers,  but 

apply them to different concepts.



Learning Numbers

Our number system, for children, takes time to truly 

understand – in the same way a foreign language 

takes time for adults to learn. 

Take a mental note …

0   1   2   3   4   5

⌂   ₣   ∂   ς   φ   Ω



Stage 0 – Emergent Counter

Learners are still learning to 

recognise numerals.

Learners are still learning the 

names for numbers.

Learners are still learning to 

match number words with 

counting objects.
1               2              3



Stage 1 – Perceptual Counter

1               2              3

Learners can count items 

that they can see, hear or 

touch.

Learners start counting 

from the number 1.

This is often our focus at 

the beginning of Primary 

One.
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Stage 2 – Figurative Counter

Learners can count and combine 

the total of two groups of objects 

that they can see, hear or touch.

Learners start counting from 1.

This will support the beginning 

stages of addition.

Some learners may focus on this 

when starting Primary One.



Stage 3 – Initial Number Sequences

Learners can ‘count on’ from a number. This means starting 

from any number and counting forwards, not just 1.

Learners may use this to solve addition problems.

They may also use this to solve missing number problems.

2 + 4 = 6



Learners can also ‘count down’, starting from any number 

and counting backwards. 

This is useful for subtraction and missing number problems.

Stage 4 – Intermediate Number Sequence 

7 +  2   = 9      Count down to 7

9 – 2 = 7       Count down from 9



Knowing addition facts (sometimes 

called number bonds).

Knowing twin facts (called the 

commutative law).

Knowing subtraction is the opposite 

of addition.

Stage 5 – Facile Number Sequence 

Learners can use lots of different strategies instead of 

counting objects one by one.

2 + 4 = 8   4 + 2 = 8

1 + 2 = 3   3 – 2 = 1



Using number patterns.

Compensation – using a more 

‘friendly’ number

Knowing doubles, or

skip counting in 2s.

Stage 5 – Facile Number Sequence 

Learners can use lots of different strategies instead of 

counting objects one by one.

6 + 2 = 8    16 + 2 = 18



Mathematics Concepts Covered 

at Early Level

2D and 3D Shape
Pattern

Digital and Analogue 

Time
Measure using 

Non-Standard Units Information Handling

Money



Supporting Numeracy and 

Mathematics in School
Some of the practical materials we use to support counting, 

ordering and numeral recognition.



Supporting Numeracy and 

Mathematics in School
Some of the games we play to support a variety of Numeracy 

and Mathematics concepts.



Supporting Numeracy and 

Mathematics in School
Oral and written Numeracy and Mathematics 

activities.



The Numeracy or Maths Lesson

Teacher led whole class or group 

introduction then…

Learning & Teaching Activities

• Teaching station – workbooks, 

guided by teacher

• Various multi-sensory maths 

activities carried out 

independently or with PSA

• Teacher led whole class 

plenary 



How many dots do you see?

How do you know?

Number Talk



If you have solved the problem, think 

of another way to find the solution.

You can keep finding as many 

strategies as you can.

Can you work out the solution 

to this problem?

Be ready to explain how you 

got your answer.

Number Talk

6 + 8



Supporting at Home
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Finally…

Can you remember these numbers?

ς ₣ Ω ∂ ⌂ φ

3   1   5   2   0    4



Thank you for your time

+ We hope you have found this session 
helpful and you now have an overview 
of Numeracy  in Primary 1. 

+ Please leave us some feedback using this 
link:

+ https://forms.office.com/r/Kz0nKUYqzc

+ If you have any further questions about 
supporting your child, please get in 
touch with their class teacher.

https://forms.office.com/r/Kz0nKUYqzc

