
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Celebrating Home Learning  

 
Everyone has been working so hard at home over 
the past 10 weeks, we are very grateful for this. We 
wanted to celebrate some examples of this work 
and share it with you all. 
 

Nursery 
 

The Nursery team have 
been working hard to keep 
in touch with their families 
and children. They have 
set up a Facebook group 
and are regularly sharing 
stories and activities for 
the children to complete. 
Hank the badger has been 
exploring and the children 
have been trying to spot 
his hiding places!  
 

 
P1H 

 
In P1H we have been 

learning to tell the 

time with Mrs 

Paterson. We made 

our own clocks, this is 

Holly's clock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to learn 

about phonics, each week 

we learn a new sound. 

Here is Noah with his sock 

puppet that he made, 

Noah made a big list of 

‘wh’ words. 

With Mrs Hendry P1H 
have been looking at 
Growing Plants. The 
children are making the most of opportunities to 
investigate plants as living things which grow and 
change. They are observing the similarities and 
differences in plants and they are learning to test 
their ideas by designing fair experiments.  
 
The children started 
off by searching for 
plants in their local 
area and naming the 
different parts of the 
plant. In this 
experiment, Tristan 
has shown how the 
roots take up the 
water and nutrients needed to help the plant grow 
well. The children are currently designing an 
experiment to test whether plants need light to 
grow. I am looking forward to seeing their results!  
 

P1M 
 

Miss Hay has been working 
with P1M to help them plant 
seeds at home.  They have 
planted and cared for them in 
three different ways so that 
they could explore which is 
best environment for seeds 
to grow.  It has been lovely to 
see photos of the children 
outside exploring plants too. 
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They have also used their 

knowledge of planting 

seeds to help them write 

some instructions.  We 

think that they are 

fantastic! 

Miss Morrison has been 
encouraging P1M to 
improve their measuring 
skills. The children have 
been learning to measure 
with non-standard units.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this photo, Euan has used pegs to measure the 
length of his tractor!  

 
 

P2/1 
P2/1 created their own pizzas to help them learn 

about quarters. They all looked so fantastic that 

Miss Pollard decided to share them all. 

 
P2L 

 
Primary 2L have been very creative doing lots of 
different activities to develop their learning through 
STEM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They have been 
doing lots of 
measuring though 
baking, developed 
their 
understanding of 
directional 
language by 
creating their own 
mazes and been 
busy designing 
and building some great models. There has also 
been lots of creativity outdoors by completing 
material hunts, looking at minibeasts and planting 
in the garden. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P2M 
 

P2M have chosen their own development 

challenges from this grid to make it personal to 

themselves. We can now proudly announce many 

of us can tie our shoe laces, ride bikes without 

stabilisers and even use gears, play musical 

instruments and help with household tasks and 

DIY! Great lifelong skills developing in P2M ⭐ 

 
P3G 

 
P3G have been looking at 

'Where We Live' over the 

last few weeks and were 

asked to write directions 

on how they would get 

from their house to the 

school.  

Jake Bryson used street names and landmarks to 

explain. He went on a walk with his family from his 

house to the school to take notes of the things he 

passed to help with his writing.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

P3H 
 

P3H have been 
taking part in some 
outdoor learning and 
have been creating 
Story Sticks. 
Children were asked 
to go out on a walk 
and see what they 
could collect along 
the way and write 
about where they 
went and what they 
had found. They all 
found lots of great 
things!  

 

 
 
 

P4M 
 

P4M have been 

continuing their learning 

on Internet Safety and 

have reminded band 

members of 'SELFIE' 

how to keep safe online 

by sharing their top tips! 

They have show-cased 

their fabulous facts on a 

poster with pictures of the 

band included! They 

have remembered the 

important facts while being very creative with their 

designs. 



P4M have also been working really hard to extend 

their knowledge of how to keep fit. They have been 

creating obstacle courses, practising target 

throwing and even have been learning to juggle! 

Everyone has been working really hard to increase 

their coordination and improve their own fitness 

levels! Keep up the good work!  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P4G 
P4G have been exploring measure at home. Here 
are some examples of what they have been up to. 

 

 

 
 

P5/4 

P5/4 have been learning 

about different artists and 

different styles of art. 

They have been learning 

about Surrealism, 

Expressionism and Pop 

Art.  

They have been working very hard at home 

and Miss Crawford is very impressed each 

week with all the fun, colourful and bold 

artwork that gets submitted.  

Well done to P5/4 for all your hard throughout 

this very different term.  

 



 
This colourful piece of artwork is by Cassie P5/4 

 
 

P5C 
 

Elissa Flockhart did a great piece of work last 
week. The pupils were asked to look at the 'Crying 
girl' pop art by Roy Leichstentein. The task 
involved them answering questions about the 
painting, asking them what they liked/disliked and 
to have a think about the story behind the painting. 
They were then asked to use the pop art style to 
create their own piece of art. Elissa's was very 
good and captured the style well.  
 

Dylan Forsyth wrote a great news article about the 
death of William Wallace. Not only did he use the 
features of a news article well but the information 
surrounding the death was well written, included 
witness statements and words like 'brutal' to shock 
and make the reader read on.  

 
P5T 

 
P5T have been learning how to write a newspaper 

report.  They have been focussing on using a 

variety of newspaper features and writing in the 

appropriate style.  Miss Tocher has been very 

impressed with everyone's efforts! One of the tasks 

was to rewrite a fairy-tale as a newspaper report, 

and Daniel Gray worked very hard to make sure he 

met each of the success criteria for the task: 

1. I can create texts about topics using the 

appropriate style and content (newspaper title, 

heading, introduction with main facts, 

comments, facts, date, photo) 



2. I can choose my vocabulary carefully to 

interest my reader and use wow words 

3. My writing makes sense and I can use different 

punctuation accurately 

Well done Daniel and the rest of P5T for all their 

hard work whilst learning from home.  

P6C & P6L 

 
Primary Six have been 

thinking about doors; their 

designs and the places that 

can be hidden behind them 

by writing poems, stories 

and creating their own 

artwork.  

These are some examples from Isaac, Finlay and 

Joseph. 

 
The Magic Door – By Amy Deans 

P7A & P7D 
 

P7s have been 

very much 

enjoying their 

fortnightly 

quizzes where 

they review 

learning from the previous two weeks over Kahoot.  

Each class gets together to answer questions 

about their learning, this last quiz pupils submitted 

questions to the quiz for their peers to answer! It’s 

been great to get them together to join in 

answering questions from across Blackburn.   

P7's have also worked hard at learning new 

strategies for communicating online, sending 

emails to their teachers providing updates on how 

they are getting on with online learning.   

It is also an exciting time with transition activities 

beginning for the pupils.  

Well done to all the P7 for their hard work across 

the curriculum!  

 

P7 Headline Activity 

We have been trying to keep things busy and 

different in P7 with our learning and some P7s 

really embraced our drama activity. P7’s have 

been getting dramatic and creating images and 

videos to go alongside some funny headlines. Alfie 

Reid got into some trouble with a pesky seagull for 

his headline image. Well done for all your 

continued hard work P7s, you have all handled 

your learning really maturely. 

 

I can create a role, experimenting with movement, 

expression and using theatre arts technology. EXA 

2-12a 

 

 

 



Mrs Milne – Play Based Learning 

Primary 1 - 3 

have been 

enjoying lots 

of Play 

activities at 

home and 

sharing 

some of the 

things they 

have been getting up to. I have uploaded some 

grids with a few ideas for the classes to try and 

then share on the 'Time to Play' channel within 

their Class Team. Everyone has been very 

busy and it has been wonderful to see what 

you have been doing. It has also been lovely 

to share ideas too. Happy Playing!  

 

Miss Singer 

Miss Singer has been working hard to support 

children, families and staff with technology and 

online working. We are extremely grateful for all 

the work Miss Singer did prior to school closures. 

It is a credit to her that the move to Microsoft 

Teams went so smoothly. Due to the work she had 

been doing 

with classes in 

school, many 

children were 

already 

familiar with 

aspects of 

teams.  

Miss Singer has also been working on providing 

useful resources for parents via a new internet 

safety google site. 

Mrs Duckers 

Mrs Duckers works with many classes during the 

week. This week she has been working on the 

story of The Good Samaritan with P2M and the P3 

classes. The children were asked to reflect on the 

lessons that could be learned from this story. They 

were asked to present their views/information in a 

creative way. Findlay Melvin (P3G), with help from 

his mum, created a fantastic poem about being 

kind to others.  

Mrs Duckers is making plans to move back to 
Canada to be closer to her wider family. With the 
current situation this has been delayed at the 
moment. Mrs Duckers has been a great asset to 
the school over the last few years, working with 
many classes. We wish her and her family well on 
their new adventure when the time comes. She will 
continue to work with classes until the end of 
session.  

https://sites.google.com/as.glow.scot/internet-safety/
https://sites.google.com/as.glow.scot/internet-safety/


PSAs 

Many of our PSA team have been helping to 

support the childcare hub at Kintore when this 

responsibility falls to Kinellar. We would like to 

thank them for this. As always, they have shown 

flexibility and willingness in such difficult 

circumstances.  

Mrs Connell has written a poem to explain what the 

PSA have been up to:  

As part of our usual job - we welcome you 
into school,  
But for weeks now we've been stuck at home 
– Covid’s been so cruel. 
 
We've had to learn new ways of helping,  
The children in our care, and for five hrs a day  
- at our laptops we stare. 
 
We love to do our reading groups, 
And join in with PE when we can, 
We miss you all so very much, 
Remember we're here to lend a hand. 

 

Amongst the many meetings and reading groups 

Mrs Greig has been running daily, she has also 

found the time to run socially distanced PE 

sessions for the children in her street. They have a 

great time each week and I am sure the parents 

are grateful for half an hour of peace and quiet! 

Well done Mrs Greig!  

 

 

 

SMT 

As you can appreciate the SMT have been very 

busy over the last few weeks. Their roles have 

varied greatly, and no two days look the same. 

Here are a few ideas of what they have been up to 

during this time.  

Mrs Farquhar  

Mrs Farquhar has played a key role in getting the 

Childcare hubs up and running. Kinellar manage 

the hub every 3rd week but Mrs Farquhar has been 

on hand to check on our children attending these 

each week. She particularly likes to check how any 

new starts have settled and ensure they see a 

familiar face.   

Much of Mrs Farquhar’s time is spent liaising with 

the authority and teams within it, in order to keep 

staff and families informed of changes and 

developments. Another big job is continuing to 

work with partners such as the Police, Social Work, 

Health Visitors and the Academy to ensure families 

are supported. 

Mrs Farquhar has also worked with Miss Singer 

and Miss Morrison to ensure families are 

supported with technology and those requiring 

devices have what they need.  

She is now working hard to ensure we can provide 

a smooth transition into the new model of 

education come August. Keep a look out for her 

vlogs to support this process.    

Miss Morrison 

Miss Morrison has been working with her P1 class 

alongside Miss Hay. She has enjoyed seeing the 

work and fun they are all having at home. She 

particularly enjoys the opportunities to ‘meet’ with 

the children in her class and hear their news.  

Miss Morrison has been a regular at the hubs in 

Kintore, supporting Mrs Farquhar and the team. 

Alongside this she has been checking in with 

classes, families and staff on a regular basis. As 

well as completing school development work and 

planning for the Nursery - Primary 1 transition.  

Mrs Davies 

Mrs Davies has been working alongside Mrs 

Duckers with her P7 class. She particularly enjoys 

the lessons on structuring emails properly!   

She has also continued with her pastoral role 

checking in with classes, families and staff on a 

regular basis. She has had to learn to prepare and 



deliver staff meeting online too! You will have seen 

her fantastic assembly at the beginning of term. 

She has enjoyed spending some time in the hub 

this week too.  

Mrs Davies is also supporting the Primary 7 

transition to the academies as well as completing 

school development work.  

Mrs Stannard 

Mrs Stannard has been working hard alongside the 

nursery team. She has spent the last few weeks 

handing over to Mrs Nicol who is now in position 

as our Senior Practitioner. Mrs Stannard has 

continued with development work for both the 

Nursery and the School. She has now started her 

Maternity leave and is awaiting the arrival of baby 

number 2. We wish her all the best and can’t wait 

to meet the newest member of the Stannard family. 

We hope it won’t be too long before she can come 

and visit us.   

Other news and resources 

The catering service have some more hints, tips 

and recipes to share with families across 

Aberdeenshire. They will update this link each 

week. Enjoy!  

Cooking our way out of the Lockdown Blues 

Virtual Sports Day 

Virtual Sports Day was launched on 

Wednesday 3rd June. Activities can be 

completed on Teams until Monday 8th 9am.   

Sports Day is always great fun at Kinellar, it’s 

a day when everyone gets together to cheer 

on our houses. Begsley, Caskieben, Clinterty, 

Glasgoforest, and Tappie!  

Unfortunately, we can’t all be together this 

year but we can still have fun and cheer on our 

houses from afar!  

  

Summer Reading Challenge 

Summer Reading Challenge is completely 

different this year as it isn’t just about reading! The 

challenge is fully accessible online for you to enjoy 

in the comfort of your home, garden or local area, 

all you have to do is register. By simply signing up 

online we will take you on a journey filled with fun, 

fantasy and action packed activities for children 

and families of all ages and interests. It will not only 

encourage you to access our digital library and 

read, listen and share 

books, it will also 

provide you with 

exciting sport, 

physical, arts, craft, 

outdoor challenges 

linked to themes such 

as fantasy island, big 

read picnic and so 

much more. 

The Challenge will start on Monday 22nd June and 

will run until Saturday 22nd August 2020. 

Alongside the reading challenge, there will be a 

creative competition for children to enter as in 

previous years, see entry form. 

Here is the link to a short promo video to the 

Challenge.  

https://youtu.be/aU7DIrPAmKA 

 

Coming soon 

Keep an eye on the Whole School Team. Mrs 

Farquhar’s first vlog will be available soon.  

https://aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/school-info/meals/school-meals-lunchtime-recipe-ideas/
https://youtu.be/aU7DIrPAmKA

